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Curators Note 


Dangla Cartoon forms a significant component of the rich and varied history of 
art in Bengal. Bangla Cartoons published in Bangla newspapers, periodicals and 
books. Images together with Bangla words. In search for the earliest appearance 
of Bangla cartoon we came across a Bangla weekly, Amrita Bazar Patrika, in the 
year 1872. Following its footsteps, about two years later, were two periodicals on 
humour - Harbola Bhnar and Basantak. This marked the beginning. Cartoons 
made their place, and still continue to do, in Bangla newspapers, periodicals and 
books. Books have been published taking cartoons as their themes. Cartoons 
have appeared in books as illustrations. Periodicals have brought out special 
issues on cartoons and on cartoonists. Journals on cartoons have been published. 
Cartoons have not remained confined within such contexts only. Use of 
cartoons as illustrations, as book-covers, in advertisements, in political 
propaganda, in wall writings, posters, wedding and other invitation cards, 
tickets. Two periodicals Sachitra Bharat and Saras Cartoon organized 
competitions on Captions on Cartoon. The well-known cartoonist Sufi 
(Narendranath Ray) started a school for teaching the drawing of cartoons. 
Cartoons have been exhibited in Kolkata. Exhibitions on group of cartoonists. 
Exhibition of paintings along with cartoons. Solo exhibition of a cartoonist. 


Cartoons have been drawn on a varied range of themes. Ihe contemporary 
time. Contemporary issues. Polity, economy, society, culture, history, space, 
individual, class, news, statements in national and international frames. 
Cartoons presented through drawings with text. Texts presented as titles on to] 
of the cartoon, as statements, notes and opinions placed below cartoon: words 
spoken by the characters placed within the frame of cartoon. 

Cartoons come to be known only after getting published. Thus the cartoonists 
have had to abide by the contemporary printing technology. From kath khodai 
to modern technology it has been a long journey. 

The list of Bangla cartoonists is indeed very long. So far we have been able to 
identify one hundred and seventy cartoonists. The list is incomplete. There 

is a rich diversity in cartoons in terms of style, technique, and in theme. A 
significant number of artists, well-known as painters, were cartoonists as well. 
Gaganendranath Tagore, Sukumar Ray, DineshRanjan Das, Charuchandra 
Ray, Satish Chandra Sinha, Deviprasad Roy Chowdhury, Chanchal Kumar 
Bandyopadhyay, Chittaprosad, Debabrata Mukhopadhyay, Somnath Hore, 
Ahibhushan Malik, and many others. Whereas there was another group, who 
were primarily identified as cartoonists. Jatindra Kumar Sen, Binoy Kumar 
Basu, Prafulla Chandra Lahiri, Pramatha Samaddar, Saila Chakravortty, . | 
Rebotibhushan, P.K.S.Kutty, Kamal Sarkar, Chandi Lahiri, Amal Chakrabarti, 
Sukumar Roychowdhury, Narendranath Ray. The list continues. 


In the history of art in Bengal, Cartoon is an important chapter. Rich and dynamic. 
The exhibition that we are presenting is our homage to this epoch. Bangla Cartoon 

- 1872 to 2014. The exhibits have been arranged in two parts - The Early and The 
Contemporary. Then and Now. The limitation of the exhibition space has compelled 
us to be very selective. The exhibition is representative. This endeavour is not a final 
one but a beginning. 

I acknowledge the contributions of Subrato Bhowmik, Krishnendu Chaki, Biswadeb 
Gangapadhyaya, Nimai Gorai, Madhuchanda Sen, Partha Dasgupta, Ridhwik Dutta 
for the successful mantling of this exhibition. 


Debdutta Gupta 
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Amrita Bazar Patrika 28 February 1872 


লাঙ্গুল স্থানে চেন কম্পাস কানেতে।। 
তিন হাত সাত ইঞ্চি দুই আঙ্গুল পা দুটি | 
আমাদের হুজুরের মন মতো ডেপুটি।। 
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Horbhola Bhnar March 1874 


Basantak 1874 


Asit Pal, Unish Sataker Bangla Kath Khodai : Priyogopal Das 


Priyogopal Das 
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Gaganendranath Tagore 
Prabasi 1324 


Abanindranath Tagore 
Bharati Baishakh 1319 


শ্রীযুক্ত অবনীন্দ্রনাথ ঠাকুর অঞ্চিত রঙিন চিত্র হইতে] 
বলয়ের মহাদেব 
হস্তে টিনের ত্ৰিশূল, ভালে ‘পঞ্চ বর্তিক। শক্তিবিশিষ্ট’ ইলেকটিক বল্ব" সহযোগে মদনভক্মম করিলেন। 
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Ashit Kumar Haldar 
Prabasi Sraban 1322 
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দিবাচক্ষ লাঙের ফল-_ঞ kadala ту অঙ্কিত 


Hitendramohan Basu 
Prabasi Kartik 1333 
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Banabihari Mukhapadhay 


Bharalbarsha Aswin 1324 


Sukumar Ray 


Sandesh Sraban 1329 


খি নেইক এতে ফাঁকি 
а তাই ۱ 


চক্ষু দুটি ছানাবড়া মুখখানি 
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মারের চোটে চেচিয়ে বাড়ি মাথায় ক'রে তোলে 


পিসী ভাসেন চোখের জলে কুট্‌নো কোটা ফেলে আহ্যাদেতে পাশের বাড়ি আটখানা হয় ছেলে। 
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Charuchandra Roy 
Prabasi Joistha 1329 
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Dinesh Ranjan Das 
Mashik Basumati Agrahayan 1330 
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Satish Chandra Sinha 
Mashik Basumati Kartik 1335 


Chanchal Kumar Bandyopadhyay 
Mashik Basumati Baishakh 1335 
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দোক্তা 86 প্রভৃতি “সেকেলে” বিবেচনা করিয়া 
afi pab ধরিয়াছেন। 


Jatindra Kumar Sen 
'Nari Bidroho' Manashi O Marmabani Bhadra 1326 


20 


আশ্ুনিকী বঙ্গমহিল! 


Jatindra Kumar Sen 
“Nari Bidroho Manashi O Marmabani Bhadra 1326 
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Benoy Kumar Basu 
Meyemahal 1334 


ইয়েশ, BHA লাইক এ গুড বয়। 
—ži, ВИЕ ঠিক ROA হালকের TY | 
(এখনো অনেক বাক৷ у 


Benoy Kumar Basu 
Meyemahal 1334 


Keep to the Left 
та রাখো | 一 
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"আপনি পোজ, দিতে জানেন না মশাই ! বেশ একটু লীলায়িত вО" 
“es! লীলায়িত ৷ ۶ ۳ 


Benoy Kumar Basu 
Meyemahal 1334 
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“এই ভব 2۳ TAI জলাশয়, ঝড়ে gal পাকাবাড়ী; 
আর মজারূপ ৰারাপনীতে 41205 51518 রেলের গাড়ী I” 


Benoy Kumar Basu 
Meyemahal 1334 
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Somnath Hore 
Janajuddha 12 July 1945 
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Chittaprosad 
Janajuddha 22February 1945 
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“কোথায় আলো), কোথায় আলো?’ 


Kafi Khan 
Jugantar 3 January 1959 


যীশুর “05814 দিবনে সাস্রাজ্যবাদী জাপানের শান্তি প্রতিষ্ঠার ami 


Diogenes 
Jugantar 26 December 1937 
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Piciel 
Sachitra Bharat 
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Pramatha Samaddar 
Sachitra Bharat 21 July 1951 
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"ag-fagce ad হয়ে 

খাদ্য অভাবে করিয়া Fast 
উদ্যাপ নববর্ষ তবুও 

ভাপিমুখে করি March Past II" 


Rabin Bhattacharya 
Achalpatra Falgun-Chaitra 1357 
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লাল পাগড়ী বন।ম খবরের কাগজ 


Saila Chakravortty 
Sachitra Bharat 3 October 1953 
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Rebotibhusan 
Masik Basumati 
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Rebotibhusan Original Cartoon 
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২ সেপ্টেম্বর, ১৯৮৮ 


PK.S Kutty 
Aajkaal 2 September 1988 


Ahibhushan Malik 
Satyajug 
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Kamal Sarkar 
Ultarath Ashar 1861 Sakabda 
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Bonophul 
Jasthimadhu Baishakh 1373 
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Sufi 
Byangajagat June 1998 


সংগ্রহ s 'স্বাধীনতা' পত্রিক৷ 


Sanjay 
Biswadeb Gangapadhyaya (ed.) Cartoon Ranga Bichitra 1420 
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গতকাল কংগ্রেসে ছিলাম, আজ KAMU যাগ 


Srigupta 
Biswadeb Gangapadhyaya (ed.) Cartoon Ranga Bichitra 1420 
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Pramila Roy 
Kumaresh Ghosh Ekaler Cartoon 1387 
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Debabrata Mukhopadhyay 
Byanga Jagat July- November 1999 
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Raghunath Goswami 
Byanga Jagat November 1998 - June 1999 
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Omio Ghose 
Cinema Jagat Sraban 1883 Sakabda 
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শান্তশালী কেন্দ্র! 
Amal Chakrabarti 
Jugantar 12 April 1969 
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Amal Chakrabarti 
Amal Aloy” Songbad Pratidin 
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Amal Aloy’ Songbad Pratidin 


Amal Chakrabarti 
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Amal Chakrabarti 


Amal Aloy' Songbad Pratidin 
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Amal Chakrabarti 
Amal Aloy' Songbad Pratidin 
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Amal Chakrabarti 
Amal Alov' Songbad Pratidin 


Chandi Lahiri 
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Chandi Lahiri 


Chandi Lahiri 
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CALCUTTA MANU 2 
MANUMENT 


Chandi Lahiri 


2014 


Chandi Lahiri 
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CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS 


Anup Ray 


ЇЇ 
7 


61 


Anup Ray 


Debasish Deb 
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Debasish Deb 


Sentu 
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Sentu 
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Uday Deb 


Uday Deb 
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Upal Sengupta 
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Upal Sengupta 
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Swapan Debnath 


Han নি 


Swapan Debnath 
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দেশ এগিয়ে চলেছে... 


Amitabha Chakraborty 


“কড়া” আইন ব্যবস্থা ৷ | 


Amitabha Chakraborty 
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Rituparno Basu 
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Rituparno Basu 
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TAPAS MONDAL 2014 
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Tapas Mondal 
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Anirban Paul 


78 


Roudra Mitra 
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Chiranjit Samanta 


Go 
HOME 
LEAVE US 


Chiranjit Samanta 
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ЯК KANG 
Reform Screams 


a Pictorial Review at the 


close of the year 1921 


By 
GAGONENDRA NATH TAGORE 


Published for the Artist by 
THACKER, SPINK & CO. 
CALCUTTA AND SIMLA 
1921 


EDITED 
BY 


: B Gangoly | 


“| FIRST ISSUE 
JANUARY, 1921 
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` PRICE Rs. 2/2 
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CARTOON DAL 


Cartoon Dal is a group of cartoonists. Born in 2014. The group was formed to participate in 
the Charukala Mela, an annual art fair organized by the Charukala Parshad. The motive was 
to establish cartoon as a form of art, as a part of the history of art. The members were Chan- 
di Lahiri, Amal Chakrabarti, Anup Ray, Debashis Deb, Upal Sengupta, Rituparno Basu and 
Uday Deb. 

The participation in the art fair got encouragement from visitors. Other cartoonists expressed 
their desire to join the Cartoon Dal. They were included. Sentu,Amitabha Chakraborty, Swa- 
pan Debnath,Anirban Paul, Tapas Mondal,Roudra Mitra,Chiranjit Samanta. The group has 
since been organising regular monthly discussions on cartoons. And now participating in this 
exhibition. From an art fair ground to an art gallery. Cartoon Dal has travelled a significant 
journey. 


Poster Cartoon Dal Charukala Mela February 2014 
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পশ্চিমবঙ্গ চারুকলা উৎসবের চারুকলা মেলায় এবার এই প্রথম 
১৪ - ২০ ফেব্রুয়ারি ২০১৪ বিকেল ৩টে - রাত ৮টা 
রবীন্দ্রসদন নন্দন প্রাঙ্গন 


শুভেন্দু দাশগুপ্ত, আহ্বায়ক, কার্টুন দল, ৪৯/২৪/২, প্রিন্স গোলাম মহম্মদ শা রোড, কলকাতা: ৭০০০৩৩ 


Invitation card Cartoon Dal Charukala Mela February 2014 
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Invitation card Bangla Cartoon Maya Art Space August 2014 


91 


তথ্যচিত্ৰ প্ৰদৰ্শন 11851 কাটুন এখন’ 
রবিবার ১০ অগাস্ট সন্ধ্যা ৬:৩০ Зр শুক্রবার ১৫ অগাস্ট সন্ধ্যা ৬:৩০ 
eatea চণ্ডী লাহিড়ী A আলোচনায় 
অমল চক্রবর্তীকে নিয়ে সমকালীন কার্টুন চিত্রীরা 


14৮৮০৬৯১০৯০ 


৮ থেকে ১৬ অগাস্ট ২০১৪ 
প্রতিদিন ২ থেকে ৮ 
উদ্বোধন ৮ অগাস্ট শুক্রবার সন্ধ্যা ৬ 


প্রদর্শন বিন্যাস- দেবদত্ত গুপ্ত 


মায়া আর্ট স্পেস, “মোহনা” ৩২৯ শান্তি পল্লী, রাজডাঙা, কলকাতা ৭০০১০৭ 
দূরভাষ ০৩৩ ২৪৪১০৪৩৪, ০৯৮৩ ৬০৬৯৯৮৭ 


Poster Bangla Cartoon Maya Art Space August 2014 
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Lalmati, а publiser has taken а long term project of 

publications of cartoons and comics by well known artists. sag B 

We have already published books on Gaganendranath 

Tagore, Kafi Khan, Narayan Debnath, Ahibhushan Malik 

লাল্‌মাটি and Mayukh Choudhury. Our next project is books on | 
প্রকাশন cartoon by Saila Chakravortty and Amal Chakrabarti hk 


lalmatibooks@gmail.com 
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